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CHAPTER 31 


THEY'RE 
IN BLOOM 


1 GUESS 
IT'S THAT 
SEASON 


ASO! 
ALREADY. 


w You 
IT'S TOO | \ HAVE TO KEEP 
DARK TO і YOUR EYES ON 
BE LOOKING | ١ THE ROAD WHEN 
UP ALL THE К ٢ YOU'RE 
TIME. ЈЕ ) WALKING. 


HEY, 
Do you 
KNOW WHAT 
"OSMANTHUS" 
MEANS IN 
e FLOWER ይ 
о? МЧК LANGUAGE? / 
IT'S PERFECT 
FOR YOU, 


ACTUALLY. 2 


кт? 
SOMETIME. 


FESTIVAL'S 
THE DAY 
AFTER 
TOMORROW 
ALREADY. 


IMEAN, 
wHo? 


wHO 
INVITED 
you? 


1 THE 
RECEPTIONIST 
FROM THE 
GUILD. І 
> BELIEVE you 
7 KNOW HER. 


І ASKED 
THE OTHERS, 
ит IT 


BUT І 
SEEMS THEY 
ALL HAVE 


PLANS. «потер» 
2 GROWN: 
га 


WHEN 
ARE YOU... 
SUPPOSED 

ТО MEET 

HER? 


HEY... 


IFI 
ASKED TO 
BE WITH 
YOU IN THE 
MORNING 
WOULD 
THAT 
BE ALL 
RIGHT? 


لا 
IT'S REALLY?‏ 
OKAY?‏ 


IT 15 
NOT A 
QUESTION 


BUT IT'S 
ALL RIGHT 
BY you? 


IT'S BEEN 
ALMOST TEN 
YEARS SINCE 

WE GOT TO GO 

TO A FESTIVAL 

TOGETHER! 


GOBLIN و‎ 
SLAVERS ША I HADN'T 
MORNING She REALIZED. 
STARTS : 
EARLY. 


HE WAKES 
BEFORE DAWN, 
PUTS ON HIS 
ARMOR, AND 
PATROLS 


THE COLO, 
DARK AUTUMN 
MORNINGS ARE 
PERFECT FOR 


„AND FOR 
GOBLINS. 


HE PASSES й 
THE TIME IN 4 2 Hr 
TRAINING AND 
VIGILANCE ж =| FIGHTING IN 
UNTIL PALE 2 Ы 
LIGHT CREEPS 
OVER THE 
HORIZON. 


IF 
GOBLINS 


«НЕ WOULD 
DISPATCH THEM 
CALMLY, COOLLY, 

AND QUIETLY. 


HE 15 50 
EXHAUSTIVELY 
PREPARED 
THAT IT'S А 
FOREGONE 
CONCLUSION, 


CHILLY 
ONE 
TODAY, 
HUH? 


У 


Tee 


та 


ONE SWORD, 
ТИБУ SAY, САМ 

СИТ DOWN NO | и, 

MORE THAN FIVE Й 
5 FOES BEFORE 

GROWING BLUNT 

WITH BLOOD ሣላ 

AND 7 з دی‎ 


STILL, THISIS | 

NO EXCUSE TO 
NEGLECT THE 

UPKEEP OF HIS 
EQUIPMENT. 


I SHOULD 
MAKE SURE 
THE FARM TOOLS 


ARE IN GOOD 
CONDITION AS 


EVEN KNOW 
WHAT ТМ 
TALKING 
ABOUT...? 


+. THOUGH 
I АМ NOT 
CERTAIN. 


I'M TOLD 
YOU HAVE A 
DATE WITH 
MY NIECE TO 
GO TO THE 

FESTIVAL. 


AFTER 
TENDING TO THE 
FARM EQUIPMENT, 

І THOUGHT I 
WOULD GO INTO 
TOWN то ро 
SOME SHOPPING. 


«WELL, АТ 
LEAST HAVE 
BREAKFAST 


WORKED 
50 HARD 
TO MAKE IT 
FOR YOU. 


„ГРО NOT 
UNDERSTAND 
VERY WELL 
WHAT IT 
MEANS TO 
BE “OFF.” 


YOU'VE 
GOT A DAY 
+e TAKE OFF FOR 
IT EASY, ONCE. 
HUH? 


AND THE / BE EASY 
2 2 ТО MOVE IN, 
THAT'S FOR 

SURE... 


SO IT CAN'T 
BE TOTALLY 
IMPRACTICAL. 


SUPPOSEDLY 
DRESS LIKE 


FIRST Ap || 
WOULD BE 


EASY TO 
ADMINISTER. 7 


WOULD SURE 

ENCOURAGE 

YOU NOT TO 
GET HIT... 


CAN MAL 
IN TVE 
+той ет, ZS GOT IT! A 
\ > GOOD SET 
OF CHAIN 
MAIL OR A 
DOUBLET 
WOULD ро 
THE TRICK! 


IF A GIRL HIDES 
ALL HER SKIN, 
HOW 15 SHE 
SuPPOSED TO 
SHOW OFF HER- 


STAKES, TWO 
COILS OF ROPE, 


WIRE, AND WOOD. 
I ALSO NEED A 
NEW SHOVEL. 


IT DOES 
NOT LOOK 
VERY SAFE 


CONSIDERING 
SWITCHING 


HEY, WHAT 
ARE YOU 
HERE FOR 
ANYWAY? 


POTENTIAL 

HUSBANDS 

OUT THERE 
FOR US. 


ПА I] 
Ку | | 


MOST GUY 
ADVENTURERS 


PERHAPS YOU 
COULD MARRY 
ONE OF YOUR 
COMPANIONS. 


DO you 
KNOW HOW MÅNY 
PARTIES HÅVE 
BEEN TORN APART 
By LOVE AFFAIRS 


TERRIBLE. 


END UP GETTING 
HITCHED WITH 
SOME VILLAGE 

WAIF THEY 

RESCUED FROM 

SOMETHING OR 


YOU WOULD GONE WRONG? 
PREFER A 

HUSBAND WHO 
16 NOT AN 

ADVENTURER, 


OPLE WHO 007 
youre N THE BACK OR 
FOR DEAD MD- 
ADVENTURE OR 
ELSE GOT INTO | | 
HUGE دک لاساد‎ \ 


HONESTLY, 
ТМ NOT THAT 
INTERESTED 


WHAT 


IN A NON- 
GUY WOULD 
ADVENTURER WANT A GIRL 
255 WHO CAN TAKE 


DOWN A 
TROLL OR A 
DRAGON WITH 
ONE SWIPE 
OF HER 
SWORD? 


++: SHOWING JUST 
Fee THINKING, 
VULNERABILITY . 
MIGHT GET HIS 


ATTENTION. 


FORGET 
I ASKED. 


Y À > d ГА 
(В 1 THOUGHT 
2 ራው LOVE AFFAIRS 
А TORE PARTIES 
BY”. ( APART. 


WANT TO 
LAUNCH A 
SURPRISE 
ATTACK, 
you MUST 

CHANGE YOUR 
METHODS. 


«DO 
YOU THINK... 
DRESSING LIKE 
THAT WOULD 


MAKE HIM 
NOTICE ME? 


IN GOBLIN 
HUNTING, AT |, 


TRY 
SOMETHING 
DIFFERENT. 

CIVILIAN 
CLOTHES 
MAYBE. 


T'LL GIVE 
IT SOME 
THOUGHT. 


ABOUT THE 
BIZARRE 
QUESTION. 


USING 
THE SAME 
OLD TACTICS 


you 
MAY ВЕ А 
WEIRD AND 
STUBBORN 
FREAK... 


COLLEAGUES, 
AREN'T WE? 


/ 


BUT 
I GUESS 
YOU'RE NOT 
SUCH A BAD 
GUY. 


LOOK WHO'S 
MR. POPULAR. 


YOU THINK I 
DIDN'T HEAR 
YOU? IT'S 
ALL HERE. 


WHEN THAT 
FIFTEEN-YEAR- 
OLD BOY CAME 
INTO MY SHOP 
AND BOUGHT 
MY CHEAPEST 
EQUIPMENT, I 
FIGURED I'D 

NEVER SEE 

HIM AGAIN. 


тує Got 
SOMETHING... 
IT KILL YOU 
SPECIAL LEE 
HALFWAY- 
DECENT 
SWORD OR 
SOMETHING? 


YOU'VE 
REALLY MADE 
YOURSELF A 

PART OF THIS 
PLACE IN THE 
LAST FIVE 


I BELIEVE IT 
WAS THE MOST 
EFFECTIVE USE 
OF MY MONEY 
AT THE TIME. 


YOU STILL 
COME IN AND 

BUY THE SAME 
CHEAP JUNK 
EVERY TIME! 


А 
SOUTHERN- 
STYLE 
THROWING 


вот YOUR 
SOMETHING SK ATTENTION, 
I DECIDED ST > HAVE 1? 
TO WHIP UP. 525 2 
WHADDAYA 
THINK? 


BUT IT'S 
A BLADED 
WEAPON 
JUST THE 
SAME. 


IT'S 
LESS ABOUT 
STABBING 
AND MORE 
ABOUT 
CUTTING. 


THE GOBLINS’ 
EQUIPMENT IS 
IMPROVING...Z 
MAY EVENTUALLY 
BE UNABLE TO 
KILL THEM WITH 
MY THROWING 
KNIVES ALONE. 


ITS OTHER 
STRENGTHS 
? 


IT SPINS 
WHEN YOU 
THROW 
IT—STAYS 
STABLE. 


GOOD 
DISTANCE 
ТОО. 


SCROLLS. IF 

YOU GET ANY 

IN, SET THEM 
ASIDE FOR 


COURSE, 
OF COURSE. 
AS USUAL. 


THAT FOUR 
GOLD 


AND T'LL 
TOSS IN THE 
SCABBARD I 

MADE FOR 


TAKE ONE. 


= 
PLEASE 
SEND TWO 
OR THREE 


BARRELS TO ™ Y 
THE FARM. !т +] PROVISIONS | 
- ARE OVER 
THAT WAY. 


Ра 


BARRELS? |) И 


IT SEEMS 
YOU'VE BEEN 
SLEEPING 
BETTER 
LATELY. 


ALL 
WONDERFUL 
SIGNS. BUT... 


CHAPTER 32 


ARE YOU, A 
CHILD? IT'S 
DISGRACEFUL. 


TOSSING 
AND KICKING 
ON YOUR 
BED... 


YOU CAN'T 
JUST DROP 
EVERYTHING TO 
GO PRANCING 
ABOUT 


AT SOME 
FESTIVAL. 


=A 


AH, I SEE 
THAT бОТ 


YOUR 
ATTENTION. 


THEY SAY 
THE GENTLEMAN 
WHO DID THAT 
QUEST FOR YOU 
IS A FINE MAN 
WHO 15 VERY 
DEVOTED TO 
HIS WORK. 


ТМ AFRAID 
NO CHOICE 


YOU HAVE 

IMPORTANT 

DUTIES TO 
ATTEND TO AS 
ARCHBISHOP. 


HAVE SOME 
VERY, VERY 
IMPORTANT 
VISITORS 
TODAY... 


IF HE 
DISTRACTS 
you 60, 
WHY NOT 
WRITE HIM A 
LETTER? T'LL 
TAKE YOUR 
DICTATION. 


COULD USE 
OLD-STYLE 
PERFUMED 


GUESTS 


THEM WITH AN THE BARTH ке ы 
INTRODUCTION. HONORED 


VISITORS. 


THE ONE IN SN 124 d - 1 (тор you, 
ALL THE VG Å ) سا‎ you CAN'T 
d У, ) вет 50 


BALLADS!? i$ 
| rat over N 
2 ONE LITTLE NY 


ARE YOU 
GETTING NEW 
EQUIPMENT? 


OKAY... 
SEE you! 


IT'S 
BECAUSE 
YOU DRINK 

тоо. 


YOU SHUT 
UP! THERE'S 
A LOT OF 
FACTORS TO 
CONSIDER, 
Y'KNOW... 


WATCH IT, 
MISTER. 


I SORTA 
WANTED TO 
SEE YOUR 
COSTUME. 


GEEZ, HOW 
LONG'S IT 
TAKE TO BUY 
ONE PIECE OF 
EQUIPMENT? 


YOU'RE 
DOING THE 
“DEDICATION,” 
RIGHT? 


GOBLIN 
SLAYER, ٢ ٢ 
RIGHT? (4 

| 


COULD 


YOU SPLIT IT 
EQUALLY INTO FOR THE 
TWO BAGS? SEN 
TERDAY'S 
QUEST? 
AND “Ж 
THEN I 7 | 
MARE MY / - | | WE НАМЕ 
DETAILED — / / EVERYTHING 
REPORT. ጨፊ В 7 READY TO 


THERE’S 


ALOT OF 
WORK TO MAYBE 
YOU'D RATHER 
TAKE CARE OF 
WAIT UNTIL 
BEFORE SHE 
TAKES OFF FOR YOUR USUAL 
TOMORROW'S HANDLER IS 


FESTIVAL... 


BEEN BUSY 
AS A BEE 
TODAY. 


МАУ І 
TELL HER 
YOU ASKED 

AFTER 


DOESN'T GO 


BY THAT THEY 117) LIVE ВУ 
DON'T SHOW : THEFT. 
THEMSELVES. 


IT 
MEANS 
THEY'RE 
WATCHING 


AND 
WAITING. 


EVERYONE 


/5. EAGER 


>K PERHAPS 
NOT 
EVERYONE. 


WOULD THAT 
TOMORROW'S FESTIVAL 
SHOULD BE 50 
METEOROLOGICALLY 
BLESSED. 


SHARPENED 
SPIKES? DO YOU 
MEAN TO GO 
INTO VAMPIRE 
HUNTING? 


т 
WILL USE 
THEM ON 
GOBLINS. 


INTEREST 
ME MUCH. 


ANOTHER 
LOVELY DAY, 
EH, MILORD 

GOBLIN 

SLAYER? 


I SUSPECT 
YOU'RE NOT 
GETTING 
READY TO 
CELEBRATE? 


AS I 
RECALL, 
VAMPIRES 
MULTIPLY 
BY BITING 
PEOPLE. 


PERHAPS I 
SHOULD TAKE 
PRECAUTIONS IN 
CASE A GOBLIN 
BECAME A 
VAMPIRE. 


STARTED 
MOVING 
AGAIN, IT 

WOULD NO 
LONGER BE 
A GOBLIN. 


OUR OWN 

) PREPARATIONS 

TO ATTEND TO. 
MAY WE JOIN 
YOU HERE? 


LANTERNS 
? 


THIS 
FESTIVAL 16 LIKE 
SOMETHING FROM 
POETRY. I SIMPLY 


PECIVA MUST SEE IT. 


IT, BEARD- 
CUTTER? 


DESCRIBE IT 
VERY WELL, 


WE HAD 
THESE WHERE 
1 СОМЕ FROM, 
50 I THOUGHT 

MAYBE I 

COULD LEND 
ND. 


BELIEF. 


JUST LIKE 
VEGETABLE 
LANTERNS. 


MY 
EXPECTATIONS 
RISE ALL THE 
MORE, THEN! 


THERE'S 
THE QUESTION 
OF WHERE THIS 
CUSTOM COMES 


THEY MARK 
THE PATH | 
HOMEWARD 
FOR THE 
DEAD. 
THEY GUIDE 
GOOD SOULS 
ONWARD AND 
BANISH BAD 
ONES. 


GHOSTS 
ARE BELIEVED 
NOT TO BE THE 
RESURRECTED 
DEAD BUT 
RATHER A CORPSE 
POSSESSED BY 
SOME EVIL SPIRIT 
OR THE LIKE. 


OR IF THEY 
ARE EATEN, 
THEY BECOME 
I CONFESS BLOOD AND 
HUMAN SINEW. EITHER 
BELIEFS DON'T WAY, THEY 
ALWAYS MAKE REJOIN THE 
SENSE TO ME. GREAT CYCLE. 


+ GRIEVING 
THE DEAD, I 
UNDERSTAND. 


BELIEVE IT 
IS WELL ТО 
THINK THEY 
COME HOME. 


+++ I'D BETTER 
KEEP UP MY 
GAME TOO. 


I MUST 


ORK 
DILIGENTLY. COURSE. 
MY FAITH IS IN 
THE SPIRITS OF 
MY ANCESTORS, 
THE FEARSOME 
NAGAS, WHOSE 
BLOOD RUNS IN 
MY VEINS. 


+ THE 
SHEEP'S 
CHEESE.. 


= HM, 
MAYBE I 
SHOULD 


TRY ONE OF 


THESE. 


ANYTHING 
YOU WANNA 


T'LL HAVE 
THE GRAIN 
PLATTER, 
THE FAVA 
BEAN POTAGE, 
THE BLACK 
BREAD... 


WE 
HAVE AN 
EXCELLENT 
WINE IN 
STOCK 
TODAY AS 
WELL. 


I WENT 
TO ALL THE 
TROUBLE 
OF INVITING 
YOU OUT, 50 
THE LEAST 
you COULD DO 


IS ACT LIKE 
YOU'RE 
HAVING 


++ WE PICKED 
A PLACE THAT 
DOESN'T 
NORMALLY 
SERVE 
ADVENTURERS. 
PEOPLE ARE 
NOTICING YOU. 


16 THAT 
AN ADVEN- 


YIKES! 
HE LOOKED 
AT МЕ! 


GOBLINS 
MAY 


IN TOWN. 


THE 
FESTIVAL 
TOMORROW. 
I HEARD, 
YOU KNOW. 


AND 


PLAYING 
Rn wah a 
GIRL IN THE LR 
AFTERNOON. MORNING... 


МЕ 
ARE NOT 
PLAYING. 


I HADN'T 
THOUGHT 
ABOUT IT. 


IT SOUNDS 
LIKE YOUR 
AFTERNOON 
ENGAGEMENT 
15 MAKING THE 
PLANS. 


BUT WHAT 

) ABOUT THE 
MORNING ONE? 
WHAT ARE you 
GOING TO DO 

WITH HER? 


ei 
DA 


`= 4 


N | እ M : 


WELL, 
AT LEAST 
YOU'RE 
TRUE TO 


YOURSELF, 
HOW ABOUT ORCBOL 6. 


YOU TAKE 
THAT GIRL 
x ој SOMEWHERE 
you've SHE LIKES? 
KNOWN 
HER A 
LONG TIME, 
RIGHT? 


Л 


ЁО! de 
amam 


4 


Д 


/ 
—< y 
| / 
...1 7 2-2 
TAKE YOU 
HOME IF you 
GET DRUNK. THAT РИБИ 


17 GOES 


(8 
= ЧЕКУ 


DOWN 
7 SMOOTH! 


ІСАМТ 
BELIEVE YOU'D 
TAKE ME FOR 
SOMEONE Š 
мно сет Ñ 
FALLING-DOWN 
DRUNK. 


WERE MAKING 
EARLIER. 
THEY WERE 
FOR KILLING 
GOBLINS, 
RIGHT? 


HOW 
ABOUT THE 
OUTFIT 
THAT GIRL 
BOUGHT 
TODAY? 


PAYMENT 
IN ADVANCE, 
? 


RIGHT, 
THEN! 
LET'S 
DIG IN! 


INCIDEN- 


Do 
YOU KNOW 
WHAT THE 
OSMANTHUS 
MEANS IN 
FLOWER 
LANGUAGE? 


„ло У 
COVER 
В НЕМ WITH 


CLOTH AND 
DIRT. 


NOW 
I JUST 
NEED TO 
PUT THE 
= LEFTOVER 
Я EARTH 
IN SACKS 
„А FEW 
TO MAKE E GEMSTONES 
SANDBAGS AS ВАТ. 


KS 7. 
5| SET SOME 
ALARMS. 


ТЕ ТИЕ СОВМ, 
PLAN TO/ATTACK: 


МОМ ИЕ: і ቺ ምንን мыт” 
THE PATH OR BE = 2 
22 2 227 nn 


«IT CANNOT 
HURT TO BE 
PREPARED 
FOR ANY 
EVENTUALITY. С 
р 


GOBLIN a 
SLAYER. - 
> 
4 
TR 7 
/ 7 2 ооо 1 
М NE 
e WHO 
\ KILLS... 
\ GOBLINS 
ЗА 


I TOOK YOU 
FOR SOME KIND 
OF UNDEAD OR 

SOMETHING. 


| JUMPING то 
CONCLUSIONS 
LIKE THAT! 


e Е уои fe 
BEING |È å ከ. DOING? 
CAREFUL. Š 


JUST 
LOOK... 


INTER- 
ESTING. 


DELIBERATELY 1 ፤ \ 
HIDING HIS 2 1 роцвт 
FACE WOULD 7 | HE'S 
BE JUST TOO INVOLVED. 
OBVIOUS. 4 


мо 
SORRY / 
ል WORRY. "BOUT THAT, а 
5 MISTER! 
YOU СОМЕ 
ТО SEE THE Ч 
FESTIVAL? У : Р 
x И 
- Y 
y 
Y AND 
= 2 І САМ 
ወ Ке s TELL THE 
፲ ØRS å DIFFERENCE 
| КД IN OUR 
Wa N غلا‎ ABILITIES. 
5 Co 
۸ 
ER, \ 
SOMETHING Үр PROBLEM, 


LIKE THAT... N 


771 


SORRY 


IN AGAIN! 
N 
ў 


„„вит 
IT SEEMS 
І NEED TO 
RESTRICT 
MY TRAPS 
FURTHER. 


I TRIED 
TO FIND A 
PLACE PEOPLE 
WOULDN'T PASS 
THROUGH... 


IF 
YOU NEED 
LODGINGS, 
YOU SHOULD 
FIND THEM 
SOON. 


THE 
FESTIVAL'S 
ALREADY 
STARTED... 


BUT I'M 
GOING TO 
BE WALKING 
WITH HIM... 


I GUARANTEE 
HE'S GOING TO 
DRESS JUST 
LIKE ALWAYS, 
THOUGH...! 


I THOUGHT 
THIS WOULD 
BE THE RIGHT 
TIME TO GIVE 


THIS TO YOU. 


IT. BELONGS: 
(ТО YOU. ТАКЕ 
GOOD. САВЕ 
OF IT. 


SORRY 
TO KEEP 


you 
WAITING! 


MY LITTLE 
SISTER... f 
VOURMOTHER | 
WORE THIS. 
WHEN SHE. 
WAS ABOUT 


TOWN'S 
GONNA BE 
CROWDED, 
RIGHT? 


IS REALLY 
SOMETHING. 


y 
х 
Е 
5 
= 


AND,EMITHE 
NIECE OF А 
LANDOWNER... 


ያ WAS 
JUST 
WONDERING 
WHERE 
YOU'D TAKE 
ME FIRST. 


HAVE NOT‏ له 


YET EATEN - 
BREAKFAST. 8 


DA 


N 
N 


79 


OR WOULD 4 
I HAVE FR 
JUST DIED, ይነ 
MAKING ы 
HIM THE Қ“ 
ONLY ONE NN se WOULD 
LEFT? 52 rt) I HAVE 
| Y SEEN WHAT 
< | HE SAW? 
SURVIVED 


WITH HIM? 


FIVE YEARS | 


NN SINCE HE. 
N BECAME АМ ... 
OUR TOWN WAS ADVENTURER 

AND WE WERE 
DESTROYED, I NE ee 


HAVE NO IDEA. 


.-І BELIEVE 

YOU USED TO 
LIKE THINGS 
LIKE THIS. 


THEY'RE 
BOTH 


TOTALLY 
INTO IT. 


WITH YOUR 
HELMET ON, 
MISTER? 


u 
> 


ЗАРА. 
Ee 


SLAYER? 


፡| LEMONADES 
FOR THEM. 


u qa 
7 AY 


| እ 3 እ > 
Ф / 7” 
1 
4 
| > 
( | | 7 


7 | и“ 


DA 


` У 
| N 4 


I BELIEVE 1 
OUR HONORED | 
RECEPTIONIST 

HAS HER 

TURN THIS 

AFTERNOON, 


FINALLY 
FOUND A USE 
FOR THOSE 
BIG EARS OF 


SEEIN' THINGS 
THE WAY THEY 
OUGHTA GO. 


AND HE JUST 
LAUNCHES 
THEM IN 
THERE LIKE 


GOBLIN SLAVER 


DID you 
YOURSELF 
THIS 
MORNING? 


SORRY 
TO HAVE 
KEPT YOU 

WAITING. 
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ER... 


ACTUALLY, 
AS MUCH AS 
T'D LOVE ТО 

REASSURE 

YOU, You 
ARE A LITTLE 
LATE, GOBLIN 

SLAYER. 


ENJOY 
WAITING. 


IT'S ALL 
RIGHT, 
REALLY. 


ARE EASY TO 
OBTAIN IF YOU 
CAN FIND A 
RIVER, BUT 
SUCH AREAS 
BREED BUGS 
AS WELL. AND 
THERE 15 THE 
POSSIBILITY 


POISONING. 
NONE 
THAT I 
SPECIFICALLY 
DISLIKE... 


ONCE, WE 
HAD SOME 
ADVENTURERS 
WHO BOUGHT 
SMOKED 
FISH AS 
PROVISIONS 


„AND 
THEY MADE 
ABIG 
DEAL OVER 
WHETHER 
THEY 
SMELLED 
OR NOT. 


ОРЕ THOSE 
(ENTURERS... 


HOWEVER, 
THEY DO 
HAVE SOME 
USEFULNESS 
FOR SMOKING 
OUT NESTS. 


AND FLOWS 
FROM THE 
MOUNTAINS. 


THERE'S 
NOT AS 
MUCH 
OF IT AS 
IN THE 
WATER 
TOWN. 


ሆ ANYONE паем нон рр 
бот INSIDE, А 6000 YOU LIKE 
THEY WOULD DEFENSIVE 1 THAT CITY 
BE HARD TO POSITION 


TRACK. 


{ЛЇП 


NU 
Ë 
ч; 


WE'LL 
HAVE TO BE 
CAREFUL THAT 
NO GOBLINS 
GET INTO THAT 
CITY...OR 
THIS ONE. 


YOU ARE 
CORRECT. 


WHERE 
SHOULD WE 
GO NEXT? 


HE'S SO 
TALENTED! 
I'VE 
NEVER 
SEEN 
ANYTHING 
LIKE IT. 


DO you 
LIKE THIS 


THING? 


ATTENTION 
WITH THAT 


EXPLOITS THE 
OPPORTUNITY 
ТО SET UP 
HIS TRICK. 


ONCE THE 
AUDIENCE 15 
CONVINCED 
THE GESTURE 
16 JUST A 
ITISA 1 У DISTRACTION 


FORM OF 

PSYCHO- / «HE 

LOGICAL | هرو‎ MAKES IT 

WARFARE. | THE KEY TO 
THE TRICK. 


EXCELLENT 
TRAINING. 


HE'S SO 
SERIOUS AND 
STUBBORN— 

NOT TO MENTION 
OBSESSIVE AND 
AWKWARD... 


BUT I ONLY 
KNOW THE 
ADVENTURER 
SIDE OF HIM. 


UNDERNEATH 
THAT. 


Å ...ያ'ሃድ ONLY 
| EVER SHOWN 


НІМ THE 
RECEPTIONIST 
SIDE OF 
|| MYSELF. THERE'S 


SOMEWHERE 
I'D LIKE TO 
GO. 


YOU COME 
WITH ME? 


IBET 
YOU'VE 
NEVER BEEN 
IN THE GUILD 
HALL WHEN 
NO ONE ELSE 
WAS HERE 
BEFORE. 


WAIT 
THERE A 
MOMENT. 


T'LL BE 
READY IN 
A JIFFY. 


GOBLIN 
SLAYER! 


NA тм 


NT READY! 


LET'S 
со! 


THAT 
AREA IS - 
FOR STAFF اسا‎ © 
MEMBERS. 5 


Een 


АМТ 
ALLOWED? R Í 


\ THAT'S 
\ WHY WE'RE 
1!!! IT'S up GOING TO 
HERE. KEEP THIS 
| A SECRET. 


CAN you 
| vo THAT Тс 
| FORME? [Ж 


лат : 9 9 7 7 7 7 


НЕН-НЕН. 
ENJOYING 
MY SKIRT? 


KEEP 
YOUR EYES 
FORWARD. 


4 : OTHERWISE, 
WILL 
с. FALL. 


113 


WOULDN'T 
YOU CATCH 
ME? 


PERHAPS, 
BUT EVEN 
so. 


114 


[1111!|ቹቼሩ 
ЦЭ 


УИ дук, 
` D 


К.Ш 3 
Am 


EVEN NOW. 


EVERY DAY. 


YOU FEEL 
BETTER? 


٢ | EVEN 
THOUGH 
қ YOU'VE 
w : HUNTED 
SO MANY 
9 GOBLINS? 


THAT'S 
EXACTLY 
WHY I'M 
UNEASY. 


IT'S 
STARTING. 


THEY Look | 
so BEAUTIFUL || 
FROM HERE. 


IS IT 
THAT TIME 
ALREADY? 


oR 
5 Аве” 
Р” 
Сэ 
\ Z< 
5 
E 
@ 
5 
ር መ) 


OJEAKTH) 

I OTHER 
WEIBESEEEH, Ач 
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BUT 
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with work, so much so that she sometimes went through 
her days in a haze. She slowly stopped thinking about her 
prince, like any reasonable adult. 

Fateful encounters? There were no such things. No 
dramatic meetings, no fanciful love stories. 

Maybe love was more like something that grew slowly, 
day by day, all the little things piling up, until it was 
suddenly just there before you even realized it. 

That, at least—though she was embarrassed to admit 
it—described her feelings for him. 


The two of them turned back to small talk after that. 
People rushed around, busy preparing for the festival. 
The town bustled. The sky was blue, but soon it would be 
evening. The two ofthem were as busy as anyone else, yet 
for some reason, time seemed to flow immensely slowly 
for them. Somehow that made Guild Girl very happy. It 
was so relaxing, and it made everything seem so amusing 
that she naturally started to laugh. 

Cow Girl, of course, looked at her blankly, but then 
Guild Girl’s merriment caught, and she started to giggle 
too. 
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When she was young, she often dreamed about what 
her life might have been like if she had been born into 
a different family. It wasn't that she was а difficult child 
or that she had a bad relationship with her parents. But 
she had felt the wish to become an adventurer—to go out 
and see the world. 

She didn't want to be the princess captured by the 
dragon. She would rather be a knight errant fighting 
by the hero's side. Of course, she still had that soft spot 
for (again, metaphorical) princes on white horses. She 
believed that if she left her household, she would have 
just such a dramatic encounter and her story would finally 
begin. 

Reality, of course, had other plans: She was swamped 
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as they walked down the street. In the end, they just 
traded some inconsequential comments onthe upcoming 
festival, and that was all. 

They went to a nearby stall to get some Mettbrötchen, 
raw pork on bread, then sat on a bench together and dug 
in. The rich savor of the meat and the aromatic spices 
filled their mouths, salving the troubles of their hearts, 
at least a little. 

Guild Girl couldn’t keep herself from closing her eyes 
to enjoy the taste, then licking the last bits of meat from 
her fingers. Suddenly, she felt а gaze on her. She glanced 
over and found Cow Girl staring at her with wide eyes, her 
own bread still in her hand. 

“S-something wrong?” 

“Oh по!” Cow Girl said, waving her hands wildly. “Yow're 
a...you know, а bureaucrat, right? And a noble?” 

“Tm a little embarrassed to admit it right now, but... 
well, what about it?” 

“I guess I just saw you and thought, So even noble girls 
enjoy eating this, huh?” 

Guild Girl couldn’t help smiling at that. “We really 
aren't all that special.” 

“Maybe, but—every girl dreams of it, you know?” Cow 
Girl insisted. “They all wish they could have blue blood.” 

“Me, 1...” Guild Girl thought a moment, then smiled. 

“...'m starting to wish І could be a simple farm girl 
sometimes.” 

“You are?” 

“Uh-huh.” 


“oh!” 

“Hey!” 

That choice proved to be the occasion for а completely 
unexpected meeting. 

She left the Guild via the back door, passing through 
a large backyard used as a carriage stop, and was just 
heading toward the front of the building when they ran 
into each other. 

Guild Girl found herself face-to-face with the girl from 
the farm, apparently here on business and looking rather 
surprised. Only for a moment, though; she quickly broke 
into a smile and greeted Guild Girl: “Hey, there! Uh, are 
you taking lunch?” 

“Yes. It was getting а little late.” Guild Girl was confident 
she hadn’t let her own smile slip—well, fairly confident. As 
a member of the nobility, she had been well schooled in 
not letting her emotions show. Though she wasn’t quite 
sure how well the training had taken, and she wasn’t quite 
sure whether that was a good thing or not, either. 

“Ah-ha-ha, me too.” The way Cow Girl laughed so 
easily, so naturally—Guild Girl couldn’t deny a flash of 
jealousy. She hated the way she was constantly analyzing 
other people’s thinking, gauging the opportunities they 
presented. 

That was why, when the two of them decided to eat 
together, she found herself at a loss for what to talk about 
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For many people in the surrounding areas, a chance 
to leave their village was close to once in a lifetime. That 
was all the more reason to go when there was something 
interesting to see in town, rather than just to drop off a 
quest. 

But explanations aside, what it meant for the staff of 
the Adventurers Guild was more work. Accept the quest, 
calculate the reward, store it in the safe, make change if 
necessary, record it all in the appropriate registers... АП 
this оп top of administrative duties and other daily chores, 
and it became even more pressing if you were planning 
to take off the day of the festival. 

“But this ought to help...a bit, at least.” 

No sooner had she spoken than she realized she was 
hungry. She put her hands over her stomach (hoping to 
forestall any unladylike gurgling) and took a quick look 
around. Her colleague, sitting in the chair next to hers, 
gave her a slight grin. “It's fine, go grab a bite. You haven't 
taken your lunch break yet, have you?” 

“Th-thanks a lot. Sorry...” 

Guild Girl's friend waved away her apology—what 
might her own plans for the festival be? Guild Girl had a 
sneaking suspicion that nosing around in that question 
might get her teased somehow. 

Better leave well enough alone. 

She decided to accept the opening her friend had 
generously made for her and slipped out of the Guild. 


day by day, all the little things piling up, until it was 
suddenly just there before you even realized it. 

That, at least—though she was embarrassed to admit 
it—described her feelings for him. 
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“Hmm... Hrmm...” Guild Girl gave a great stretch, barely 
stopping to put her quill in its holder. She leaned forward, 
working the stiffness out of her joints and bones. It felt 
great. 

After noon, not many adventurers were to be seen 
in the Guild, and the place felt all but abandoned. The 
light and heat that came in through the window made 
her feel sluggishly warm, and she couldn’t help herself 
from letting out a yawn. She covered her mouth with 
her hand to hide it, then wiped away the tears that had 
gathered at the corners of her eyes. 

The festival's soon... That's part of it, but... 

She was glad there hadn’t been more adventurers 
than she had expected. With so few jobs that could be 
completed in just a day or two, not many people were 
keen to go on adventures. On the other hand, the backlog 
of actual quests was greater than ever. Even if the 
requests weren’t all that urgent, the clients had plenty 
of opportunity to lodge them since they had gotten 
dressed up and come in from the countryside to take in 
the festival. 
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Interlude: 


Of Them Meetingto Talk Together -byKumo Kagyu 


When she was little, she had thought a prince on a 
white horse would come for her one day. 

Saying something like that out loud would have turned 
her into a laughingstock, but in any case, the white horse 
was more like a metaphor. Say one day she discovered 
she had a spectacular destiny or was caught up in a 
romance. Maybe the highborn son of some strange land 
would fall for her at first sight, or perhaps she’d run into 
the illegitimate child of some king somewhere...at a ball, 
for example. 

Maybe she would be kidnapped by a dragon, right out 
of the blue, and then fall for her rescuer—that sort of 
thing happened all the time, right? 

She fully believed that just such a wonderful thing 
could happen to her, no doubt when she least expected 
it. She was convinced, with inexplicable confidence, that 
someday, somehow, she would find a love worthy of a 
heroine in a story! 

But come on, that sort of thing was impossible all along. 

You understand that once you grow up; you don't even 
have to think about it. Dramatic meetings like that or wild 
love stories—they just don’t happen. 

Maybe love was more like something that grew slowly, 
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